In Italy a marriage-rate of 15 and a birth-rate of 37 9 per thousand has given place to a marriage-rate of 14 5 and a birth-rate of 32-G. For Spain there seem to be no statistics available between 1870 and 1878, but if we take 1870 as representing the earlier period, we find that in that year the marriage-rate was 12-4 per thousand and the birth-rate 35 5, while in 1901 the marriage-rate had risen to 16 9 while the birth-rate had fallen to 34 7. From the point of view of more northerly nations these countries are still reasonably prolific, but each shows the same phenomenon of a decreasing birth-rate, even when the proportion of marriages is increasing. Yet it can hardly be said that the economic condition of either of these countries has been declining during the time, although economists are always inclined to associate the variations of the marriage-rate with corresponding variations in the wealth of the people. The obvious explanation?though it does not fit all the cases?is the comparative postponement of marriage to a maturer age than was common formerly. But 
